DATVWIN.
Tue distingnished fonndor of the
Bohool of Ivelution, is now no more.
His romnins wero latoly deposited in
Woetminstor Abboy, nmong tho sintely
tombe of the illustrions dend. Illoclor
Danwixn's namo is one of the most
ominent on the seroll of seiontifie fame.
1t hine been familiar in our months ne
a hionsohold word for yenrs past, aud
many poople have llippantly chattored
nbout tho groat philosopher, who wore
altogothor ignorant of his thoories, tho
dopth of his rosonreh, or tho rango of
his invostigations, Tho work which
has mado him tho most widely-known
was hig * Origin of Bpocios by Monus
of Natural Seloetion."” In tiin hold
nud ingonions csany ho propounded his
famoun philosophionl thoory, ol which
tho mnin proposition ia that all the
varvions forms of vogotnble and animal
lifo, past or prosent, hnve beon pro-
chmurf by n scrios of geadunl ohangos
in nntoral descont from pnremts to
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offspring. According to Mr, Dinwix,
all the animals, beasts, birds, reptiles,
insocts, fishes,” and zoophytes, have
descended from, at most, four or five
progenitors ; all the plants from no
greater number, Doctor Danwins
pubsequent writings (aud they are
numerous) had for their object the sup-
plying the data on which he founded
his conclusions. Hitherto it was
generally supposed that overy species
of plants and animals originated in a
separate act of creation, and that no
gneh thing was possible as the trans-
mutation of  one species into another.
The produection, thercfore, of such a
work ns Dr, Danyin's, gotting forth
theories subversive ,of the universal
belief, created an extrnordinary- sensa- |
tion in scientific circles. It wae some-
thing new to be told that the different
species nre continually clanging,
under the influence of changiug ecir-
cumstances, and that all tho plants
and animals are descendants of o com-
mon ancestor, traneformed through
an infinite series of ages. It was
namathiug new to be told that man'is
descended from a bhairvy quadruped,
furnished with a tail and pointed ears,
probably arboreel in its babits. ':The
new philosopher's theories were fiercely
attacked, and his assailants  were.
numeérons. The controversy which
grow from it is to this day unsettled.
Both the religions periodicals, the
satiriea]l and secular publications de-
nounoced Mr. Danwin's book, and bis
views wore condomned by the clergy,
who, without exception, repudiated the
dootrine of evolution., it .

Doctor Danwin's last work, * The
Formation of Vegetable Mou'd through
the Aclions of Worms, with observa-
tions on their habits,” las nttracted
as much attention, if not more, than

| Liie first one. Written atthe advanced,
|age of 72 yenrs, this book is. de-




geribed s being a magmficent’ speci-
men of scientific observation and.in-
ductivo rensoning. The reviews' of
the day are all freating this subject in-
its different boarings, and it hns'been,
most ‘geverely oritieised. A writor in’
the Quurterly Review gays, ** No:guch.
 sborehouse - of . faots - respeoting  tho
‘natural history of . vegetable, animal,
‘and even human life has'ever, per:
‘haps, been ncoumulated by one man.
Whatever differences of opinion -may
exist with regard to.Mr., Danwin's
wribings, all mnst admit (even the dist
putants who took the most prominent

art in the fisrce controversy whiche

is startling theories gave rise toﬂ that
they are free from passion and bitter-
hess, and those who have most stronu-
ouely opposed Dootor DArwms's phi.
losophy jmust nt lenst respect his
sincerity, conrage, 'and perseverance,
ag the most sucoessful of naturalists
that bas appeared this century. -Asin
civil history records are consnlted,
medals examined, and antique insorip-
tions deciphered, in order to detormine
the eposhs of human ravolutions and
verify moral events, so in natural his-
tory it was Dootor Darwin's work to
soarch the archives of the world, to
draw from the bowels of the earth-the
monuments of former times (vide
Geological Observations on Voleanie
Islands, and Goological Obsorvations
on Bouth America), collect the frag-
ments, and gather into one body of
proofs, all tho indices of physical
changes, which enable the student of
this olnss of knowledge to retrace the
different ages of naturo. Itis thus,
only, that some pomnts can be fixed in
the immensity of spnoe, and the pro-
gressive stages in the eternal marches
of time be noted. A student of nature,
such ns Professor Danwiy is reported!
to have beon, could ‘not, we think, be'
n bad man, Of his private life tho |




nbad man. Of his private life the
world knows little, he was g0 com-
pletely given up to his work ; bub his
pursnit—the study of nature—must
have tended to promote n calmness
sud seronity of mind favourable to the
recopbion of gratoful and holy thoughts
of the gront and good Parent of the
Univeree. Neither oould ho have been
o oruel man, beoause he would be un-
willing wantonly to destroy oven an
ingoct when ho hnd tho opportunities
go frequently to perceive, and examine
how oxquisitely onch one of them is
contrivad, how wonderfully and how
curiously it is made for tho station it
is dostined to fill in the animal world.
It must be remembered that those who
bave obtaibed the farthest insight into
nature bave been in all ngos firm be-
lievers in God, I.et us chovitably
hope that' dospite the wrilings..this
great philosophor has left behind him,
and the conclusions to boe deduced
from them, gifted as ho nndoubtodly
was with so muoh mental powor, that
in following the Henvenly Artist stop
by step (as he muet have done), first in
l;l{u production of the inanimate ole-
monts, next ol va%nmbiu, and thon of
nnimal lifo, he finnlly onme to the study
of tho mnstor-picco of croation, Man 1
himself) endued with ronson and in-
olloot ; and that ho eamo to under-
gtand and adore the Bupremo Author
and Divootor of nll things, When, too,
his hiugrnpl}v comes Lo bo given to the
world, the lonthor whenoe the pen is
shaped to traco the lifo of Dootor
Danwy, lot it bo, hoped may drop from
an angol's wing, and that the biographer
will “nothing exteninto, or sob down
pught in mahee."




